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Gilpin county court house, and a good index. This collection throws a 
flood of light upon the local government of mining camps, and changes 
in miners' law which are dictated by changing conditions, and the 
processes by which mining communities grow through expansion, and 
through the coalescence of several small units into a single larger unit. 
There is much sameness in the range of material illustrating the several 
communities; yet the diversity is sufficient to justify some repetition, 
for we here see the American political genius functioning creatively on 
the local plane. 

Mr. Marshall 's introduction, which presents the historical background 
of the Rocky mountain gold rush, is admirable, but brief. The reader 
ought to supplement it by reading also Marshall's "The miners' laws of 
Colorado ' ' in the American historical review, 25 : 426-439, where he dis- 
cusses the bearings of the mass of documents he unearthed, of which 
this book contains only a part. One would welcome the above article 
as an introduction to the book. The volume is a distinct contribution 
to our knowledge of the self-governing mining type of community. 

Joseph Schafeb 

History of Alabama and dictionary of Alabama biography. By Thomas 
McAdory Owen, LL. D. In four volumes. (Chicago: The S. J. 
Clark publishing company, 1921. Volumes 1 and 2, 1421 p., volumes 
3 and 4, 1866 p. $28.00) 
In 1906 the work on which Dr. Owen had been engaged for years 
and which was approaching a point where it would become the History 
of Alabama was wiped out by fire, and along with it disappeared books, 
letters, and other invaluable material which he had been gathering for a 
quarter of a century. Once more he set himself to the task, and at the 
time of his death in 1920 he had nearly ready for the press the manu- 
script which finally came out as the History of Alabama and dictionary 
of Alabama biography. The finishing touches upon the material, as well 
as the writing of some of the topics, were done under the supervision 
of Mrs. Owen with the assistance of the staff of the Alabama department 
of archives and history, a department of which Dr. Owen had been the 
founder and director. Thus, while the four volumes fittingly go out 
under the name of Dr. Owen, they do not appear as having received 
his ultimate and critical scrutiny. 

The first two volumes of the work are general, the last two biographical. 
All four have their contents arranged in encyclopedic form. Strictly 
speaking, a title such as "The cyclopedia of Alabama history and 
biography" would much better indicate the scope and content of the 
work, since of purely narrative history of the state there is little. For 
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example, under the heading "Alabama, periods of history," the reader 
finds something less than four columns in which are outlined the eight 
periods from De Soto's visit to the present time. This, to be sure, is 
far from all the attention which historic events receive ; one may turn 
to the topic "De Soto, route of," and find a careful analysis presented 
in two papers taken from the American anthropologist. Or, under 
"Reconstruction," he can find a summary of political and economic con- 
ditions during the dark days after 1865. Hence, if the reader searches 
diligently both in the general and biographical sections, he may uncover 
a vast fund of information about this commonwealth. 

Each county, each city, each minor local unit is treated historically 
and statistically. Industries, organizations, institutions of all kinds; 
highways, rivers, railroads; fauna and flora; geology in the aggregate 
and item by item ; laws upon various topics ; all varieties of subjects come 
to the attention as the pages are turned. One may read of the institu- 
tion of duelling, the laws which were passed to regulate it, and stories 
of famous duels which took place within the state in bygone days. 
One may trace the development of mining, or the steps which have been 
taken in horticulture, or find out when Abbeville was founded, how 
many people live there, and what industries center about the place. 

Without a comprehensive index one is sometimes at loss to discover 
the location of some particular topic which happens to come to mind. 
A search, for instance, which tried the headings, "suffrage," "negro 
suffrage," "voting," "elections," "grandfather clause," and other 
catch words which seemed promising, failed to bring to the surface any 
account of Alabama's method of dealing with the subject of the elective 
franchise. No doubt the information is contained somewhere in these 
heavily laden pages, and "hope springs eternal." The encyclopedic 
method of handling almost any subject, with all its advantages, does 
fail at times. 

The biographical volumes contain adequate sketches of hundreds of 
Alabamans, famous and obscure. A generous sprinkling of portraits 
adds to the value of the accounts, as do the frequent illustrations which 
are inserted in the first two volumes of the topics considered there. 
With many of the subjects are included selected bibliographies which 
guide the curious seeker to more extensive sources. 

Altogether these volumes represent years of painstaking research 
which could come only in a! labor of love. It is to be regretted that 
somewhere among these three thousand double-columned pages there 
could not have been found space for a history of Alabama in the usual 
conception of the term. But the future writer who does undertake this 
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task will find his toil materially lightened by the work which was carried 

so far by Dr. Owen, and brought to completion by Mrs. Owen and her 

colaborers. T ^ „ 

L. B. Shippee 

The plains and the Rockies.. A bibliography of original narratives of 
travel and adventure, 1800-1865. By Henry E. "Wagner. (San 
Francisco: John Howell, 1921. 193 p.) 

In 1920 this book first appeared but, because of a number of errors 
which crept in through "an unfortunate misunderstanding," the sale 
was stopped after some copies had been put into circulation. The author 
brought out another edition with corrections and additions the fol- 
lowing year. The book, according to the statement of the preface, 
is "designed principally for the use of collectors." Nevertheless the 
student of western history, who, perforce, is most often not a collector 
in the accepted sense of the term, will welcome its appearance. 

The material is arranged chronologically, starting with Alexander 
Mackenzie's Voyages from Montreal and concluding with Wright's Chw- 
ington's massacre of the Cheyenne Indians, printed at Denver in 1864 or 
1865. Government publications and commercially issued works, as well as 
privately printed accounts, are noted in the list. Each item consists of the 
title of the work under consideration, together with a statement of such 
maps, charts, etc., as are to be found therein, and, in most instances, 
a note which gives an indication of its scope. Eeprints and later edi- 
tions are also noted with the details which would be desired by the col- 
lector. 

Since this is a handbook for the collector and not for the historian, 
there are omissions which the latter regrets, for no matter what may 
have been the time when a narrative was written, the date of its publi- 
cation determines whether it is to be included or excluded. For example, 
Lapenteur's Forty years a fur trader on the upper Missouri finds no 
place because it was printed some dozen years ago, although the tale 
has to do with the period comprised within the limits set by the compiler. 
Nevertheless, The plains and the Rockies should form a valuable addition 
to the bibliographical material available to the historian and will be an 
ever-present aid to those who devote attention to the ante-bellum story 
of the region west of the Mississippi. 

The Wilderness road to Kentucky. Its location and features. By William 
Allen Pusey, A. M., M. D. (New York: George H. Doran company, 
1921. 131 p.) 
Dr. Pusey says in his preface, "I became interested in the location of 

the Wilderness Road through ownership of William Brown's journal of 



